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NUJ say the BNP has no 
respect for media freedom 

or trade union rights 

The BNP’s attempt to harass people 
working to expose their criminality fell 
flat last month when despite a national 
mobilisation only 36 fascists braved the 
wrath of members of several trade 
unions and organisations to 
demonstrate outside the offices of the 
Commission for Racial Equality and later 
on the same day the National Union of 
Journalists. 

Working with Searchlight Jeremy Dear, 
the general secretary of the NUJ, and his 
colleagues produced a leaflet at short 
notice to hand out to passers-by caught 
in the middle of the opposing sides. NUJ 
black members were instrumental in 
coordinating the union’s response and 


several recalled the work of Searchlight's 
former editor Maurice Ludmer with trade 
unions and the wider community. 

Central to the BNP’s protest was its 
claim that the NUJ had conspired to 
cover up the murder of Gavin Hopley, 
a white teenager, in Oldham two years 
ago. While the NUJ refuted that claim 
Searchlight was able to provide the 
unions with information and ammunition 
to prove that this is part of a concerted 
campaign by fascists to intimidate those 
members of the NUJ who work to bring 
the truth about the BNP to light. 

All in all it was a miserable day 
for the BNR who even bussed in taxi 
driver Mick Treacey from Oldham. 
He will no doubt make great play in 
the June elections on the unfortunate 
circumstances surrounding the teen¬ 
ager’s death. 


The BNP leadership had expected over 
120 members to respond to its national 
call-out on 16 February. The party’s 
website the next day laughably claimed a 
turnout of 100 in an attempt to rewrite 
the history of yet another flop. However 
the fascists were able to give the recently 
appointed London co-ordinator Richard 
Barnbrook an airing alongside Bob 
Gertner, promoted from Croydon branch 
organiser to London activities organiser in 
charge of the BNP’s instant response 
unit, which on this occasion was neither 
instant nor much of a response. 

One of the organisers of the fiasco was 
the Young BNP leader, Tony Wentworth, 
of whom some BNP members present 
were heard saying, “What’s Tony 
Wentworth? Not very much.” 

However, having been outgunned at 
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The decision of the British Nationai Party to fieid over 600 iocai councii eiection 
candidates this summer is causing panic among the main parties. For most party ward 
organisations this wiii be their first encounter with the BNP. How they decide to deai with 
the fascists wiii have a major impact on the overaii resuit. 
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the CRE and then the NUJ, pride of place 
for the most miserable face must go to 
the convicted bomber Tony Lecomber. 
His convictions, together with a 
complete list of the other rapists, thugs 
and Holocaust deniers who also frequent 
BNP activities, were read aloud for all to 
hear. All in all it was not a great day for 
him, they finally shuffled off numbering 
by then fewer than 20. 

The NUJ deplored the demonstration 
by the BNP and all attempts to harass 
and intimidate journalists and anyone 
else. They said “the BNP does not believe 
in free and balanced reporting. The BNP 
use physical threats and try to intimidate 
Journalists. They put details of Journalists 
whose coverage they don’t like of race- 
hate websites, to make them targets of 
attack”. NUJ members in the north of 
England have passed a dossier to police 
on these threats. 

The NUJ applauds and supports 
the journalists and newspapers 
around the country that do 
investigate and expose the BNP 
and their lies. We will resist all 
intimidation by the BNP - it is a 
fascist organisation.” 


A round the country a growing 
number of local politicians are 
scratching their heads. The British 
National Party is active in their area and 
they are not quite sure how to respond. 
Their inclination is to disregard them as 
irrelevant fascists but they hear worrying 
stories of BNP support on the doorstep. 
They denounce the BNP in the media but 
are met with a barrage of angry letters. 

For some strange reason many local 
politicians of all parties seem incapable 
of responding to the BNP. Worried about 
being caught wrong-footed, they often 
simply ignore the fascists’ presence in 
the hope that they will just go away. They 
won’t and by the time the politicians 
finally react it will often be too late. 

Travelling the country weoften hear 
the argument that talking about the BNP 
merely gives them the oxygen of 
publicity. This is a regularly held view but 
quite wrong. The BNP is quite capable of 
creating its own publicity with or without 
the help of the main political parties. In 
Burnley, where the BNP has seven 
councillors, the other parties have until 
recently largely ignored the BNP in their 
leaflets and campaigning. In Broxbourne 
and more recently Thurrock the BNP 
won council victories with little reference 


to them in their opponents’ leaflets. 
Obviously the way you talk about the 
BNP may not always be helpful but 
ignoring them does not mean that they 
will disappear. In fact, quite the reverse. 
Silence just encourages them. 

The BNP relies on spreading myths to 
win popular support. Left unchallenged 
these myths become local facts. The 
Ritchie Report into the Oldham riots 
reported how many white people 
believed certain myths that had been 
deliberately spread by the BNP. The report 
criticised the council for not intervening 
early on to nip these myths in the bud. 

More recently, in a council by-election in 
Calderdale the BNP tried to claim that old 
people were being thrown off GP lists and 
having their operations cancelled to make 
way for asylum seekers. In Birmingham, 
the BNP alleged that a local church was 
being replaced by a mosque. All these 
claims turned out to be groundless but 
unless rival candidates take on the BNP 
lies then people will believe them. 

This is not to argue that political 
parties must ignore their own positive 
agendas, in fact far from it. The BNP 
cannot be beaten by demonising them 
alone. For the BNP to be beaten someone 
else needs to win and this requires 
parties to push their own agendas in a 
way that complements exposing the BNP. 

Some of the best anti-BNP campaigns 
have been run in Oldham by the Liberal 
Democrats and Labour. In each case 
their campaign literature combined 
attacking the BNP, opposing the other 
party (Lib Dems opposing Labour and 
vice versa) and promoting themselves. 

It is a proven fact that running a 
campaign against the BNP can boost your 
own election chances, especially if your 
party is best placed to beat the BNP. 
Recent by-elections have shown that there 
is a sizeable number of voters who will 
turn out to stop the BNP. Some will vote 
tactically for the party best placed to beat 
the BNP. There was plenty of anecdotal 
evidence of Lab our voters switching to the 
Lib Dems in the Mixenden by-election in 
Calderdale to keep out the BNP last 
October. The following month some 
Tories even switched to Labour in the 
Failsworth East by-election because 



Labour was best placed to beat the BNP. 

Of course these anti-BNP voters will 
only turn out if they are encouraged to do 
so by the other political parties. However 
fed up some voters may be with the 
mainstream parties, stopping the BNP is 
a moral issue for which they will stand up 
to be counted. 

Running a strong anti-BNP campaign 
can also increase the activism of your 
own members. What better reason to get 
active than to stop the fascist BNP. 
Oldham Labour Party used this tactic to 
great effect back in 2002 as a way to 
mobilise its disillusioned supporters. 
Membership and activism rose sharply 
as dormant Labour Party members saw 
stopping the BNP as a genuine reason to 
get active again. 

Horses for courses 

If we accept that the BNP cannot be 
ignored the next question is how do we 
take them on? Searchlight believes that 
we need a flexible approach. What works 
in one area might not work in another. In 
one council authority the obvious 
strategy will be to expose the criminality 
of the local BNP but this will not work in 
another area where voters do not 
perceive the BNP as criminals and thugs. 

Searchlight's expose of an Oldham 
BNP leafleting organiser as a gang rapist 
has left the BNP with a serious image 
problem in the town. Coupled with 
further revelations about the criminality 
of other BNP members, it is sensible for 
the anti-BNP campaign there to focus on 
crime. 

Over in Burnley the BNP is not 
perceived as a band of criminals and so 
continually talking about their criminality 
simply will not have the desired effect on 
voters. However, the BNP councillors 
there have performed abysmally and this 
is the obvious line of attack. 

Some people argue that because the 
BNP has transformed its image we 
should not call it '‘fascist" or even "racist". 
We have to accept, this line of reasoning 
goes, that the voter does not see a Nazi in 
the smartly dressed BNP candidate who 
comes to their door and so we must 
change our approach. 

This is a very dangerous path to follow. 
Firstly it takes the BNP changes at face 
value and secondly it falls into the BNP 
normalisation trap. 

It is quite true that under Nick Griffin's 
leadership the BNP has transformed its 
public image and there is a gap between 
our view of the BNP and that of ordinary 
voters. However, it is only the public 
image that has changed. The BNP is run 
by the very same people who only a few 
years ago proudly condemned Jews for 
brainwashing our minds through their 
control of the media. It is led by the very 
same people who denied the Holocaust 
happened. And it is led by the very same 
people who advocated violence against 
their opponents. 

Of course people's attitudes can 


change but it is ridiculous to believe that 
every single BNP leader has experienced 
an overnight conversion. The change in 
its public image is merely a stunt to 
appear respectable. Even the BNP realise 
that the vast majority of British people 
reject their hardline views. By appearing 
more moderate they can reach out to 
wider audiences. 

Griffin admitted as much during a 
speech in the US a few years ago. 
Defending himself from charges that he 
was diluting his politics Griffin explained 
that it was a short-term political tactic. 
Pointing to his white skin he reassured 
the audience that defending his race was 
all that was important. 

The BNP in public is not the BNP in 
private. The behaviour of even their most 
respectable branches behind closed 
doors would shock most voters. It is here, 
away from the glare of the media and the 
voters, that the real BNP emerges. 

In fact, it is precisely because there is a 
gap between the voter's perception of the 
BNP and the reality that we must expose 
it for what it really is By accepting that the 
BNP has changed we are only adding to 
its normalisation. By treating the BNP as 
just another political party, albeit on the 
right of politics, we are giving the fascists 
the political credibility they crave. 

V\^y is the BNP is so desperate to force 
the media to soften their reporting of the 
party? Why does it threaten journalists 
and editors with legal action and 
complaints when they describe the BNP 
as "nazi" or "fascist"? The BNP know that 
as long as people view them as fascist 
many voters will be put off. If they can 
neutralise the reporting they will have 
achieved a degree of respectability. 

The same goes for the political parties. 

Of course, calling every BNP candidate 
a jackbooted Nazi is not only ineffective 
but can also be counter-productive. 
Saying that your BNP candidate has a 
secret plan to build concentration camps 
is plainly stupid. 

But there are imaginative ways of 
linking the BNP to its Nazi roots that will 
connect with voters. "War hero slams 
BNP" was the headline on one anti-BNP 
leaflet in a recent election. The story was 
about a former Spitfire pilot who likened 
the modern BNP with the Nazis he 
fought during the Second World War. 
Who is going to stand up and call him a 
liar? Certainly not the BNP. 

We must also avoid preaching at voters 
from ivory towers. The BNP is attracting 
the support of voters disillusioned with 
the main political parties. Lining up 
politicians to moralise against the BNP 
will at best fail and at worst harden 
voters' support for the BNP. 

Instead the political parties must find 
the voters' own peers to stand up against 
the BNP. We need to find people who are 
respected in the communities and 
people who are not identifiable with 
party politics. Politicians, like anti-racist 
and anti-fascist activists, need to eat 


StoptheBNRcom 

Stop the BNP is dedicated to 
combating nazi hate at the eiection 
poiis. This June, anti-fascists wiii be 
faced with our biggest chaiienge 
yet as the BNP go aii out in a bid to 
win seats in the Locai, European 
and Greater London Authority 
eiections. In the face of this threat, 
we at Searchlight want to make 
sure voters know the full story 
about who the BNP are and what 
they really stand for. 

Everything you need... 


Resources 


Local Contacts 


News 


Features 


Election information 


... to fight the BNP 

Plus a special section for Trade 
Unionists, as well as sports stars 
speaking out against racism. 


Find all this and more at 
www.stoptheBNP.com 



The 2004 Searchlight 
Special Newspaper will be 
available from April 2004. 
to order copies for your area 
phone 020 76818660 
or e-mail 

tufs@searchlightmagazine.com 


some humble pie. Whatever the merits of 
our arguments the likes of the Spitfire 
pilot and the community nurse will 
always be taken more seriously. 

However, we represent the majority 
and if we can mobilise this majority 
effectively against the BNP then we have 
a chance. Part of that mobilisation has to 
be with the political parties standing up 
to the BNP. The day the BNP becomes 
seen as just another political party is the 
day we have lost. The BNP needs to be 
confronted in a flexible and sensible way. 
More importantly, we need to expose the 
BNP for what they are in a way that voters 
understand. 








Organise in 
Community 
Campaigns to 


STOP 

THE BNP 


NORTH WEST 


SPECIAI 
the new 


Merseyside Coalition Against 
Racism and Fascism 

c/o TGWU, 143 Sefton Street 
Liverpool L8 5SN 


Burnley Trades Council 

c/o Town Hall 

Burnley, Lancs BBll IJA 

pthorne@burnley.gov.uk 


Wigan & Leigh United 
Against Racism 

27 Alder Avenue 

Worsley Hall, Wigan WN5 9PY 

chitchen@fsi.li.man.ac.uk 



Blackburn & Darwen 
United Against Racism 

PO Box 632, Blackburn 
Lancashire BB4 4WT 


Ribble Valley Against Racism 

PO Box 95 

Whalley, Clitheroe BB7 9WW 
rv.ar@mail.com 


Oldham United Against Racism 




Trade unionists are playing a leading and central role in grassroots community 
campaigns up and down the country to stop the BNP make a breakthrough in the 
2004 elections. Only hy working in alliances with local people and involving 
community groups, tenants associations, faith groups, womens, anti racist 
organisations and many others can we defend our communities against fascism. 

On the following pages are reports from some of these local campaigns and contact 
details of campaign groups up and down the country. It is vital that trade unionists 
mobilise support and get involved in these campaigns. If your group is not included 
then contact us with your details and we will include your group in future editions. 


c/o Oldham Law Centre 
Archway House 
3 Bridge Street, Oldham 


Bolton Against Racism 

c/o Bolton and District Citizens 
Advice Bureau 
26-28 Mawdsley Street 
Bolton BLl IF 

email: jcross@boltoncab.co uk 
phone: 01204-656868 p 



BUY BRITISH 

not if you are the BNP 


The British National Party was left looking 
rather silly after it was revealed that its party 
badges were made in China. The BNP prides 
itself on its ‘Buy British’ policy. After all, that 
- so they claim - is what they are all about. 

However, last month it was discovered that 
their ‘Buy British’ policy did not extend to 
their own merchandise. 

This fact came to light when a BNP mocked 
a rival fascist group on the Internet about the 
origins of their badges only to discover that 
theirs to were made abroad. 

This is not the first time the BNP has been 
in hot water over foreign made goods. In 2000 
the BNP leader set up a used car business for 
it only to collapse after the Japanese origins of 
many of the vehicles was exposed. 

The BNP has tried to court British workers 
on its ‘Buy British’ and anti-globalisation 
programme in recent years and it even 
produced a newspaper in the North East 
entitled. The British Worker. But once again, 
they have been proved to be hypocrites who 
offer nothing but false promises to ordinary 
people. 


YOU’VE BEEN 

ID 
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WALES 


Wales Friends of Searchlight 

Cardiff Centre for Trade Union Studies 

182 Habershon Street 

Splott 

Cardiff CF24 2LE 


On this our 20th anniversary of the miners strike, the North Staffs 
Miners Wives Action Group are proud to be able to work with North Staffs 
Campaign Against Racism and Fascism.(NorScarf.) Of all the years we 
have campaigned against injustices we have meet some wonderful 
people from all different cultures and communities, who have supported 
our work to save our pits and our communities.The support we recieved 
will not be forgotten and we will be campaigning in our local area of North 
Staffs to make sure that the BNP will not take any seats in the local 
elections. We will not allow these evil thugs a foothold or a platform in 
our communities, we don't want them here. Keep up the good work. As 
trade unionists we salute your stand against fascism and racism. 

Brenda Proctor North Staffs Miners Wives Action Group. 
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YORKSHIRE AND HUMBER 


Kirklees United Against 
Racism and Fascism 

PO Box 310 
Huddersfield 

West Yorkshire HDl 3YU 

Wakefieid Trades Councii 

108 Moorhouse Avenue 
Stanley 

Wakefield WF3 4BH 

Bradford Anti-Fascist Committee 

Bradford TUC-AFC 

c/o 17-21 Chapel Street 

Bradford BDl 5DT 

email: afc@bradfordtuc.org.uk 

Caiderdaie Communities 
Against Racism 

c/o 17-21 Chapel Street 
Bradford BDl 5DT 

Sheffieid Campaign Against 
Racism and Fascism 

c/o Sheffield TUC 
Trades & Labour Club 
Talbot Street 
Sheffield S2 2TG 

Regionai TUC (all Yorkshire groups) 

Friends Provident House 

13/14 South Parade 

Leeds LSI 5QG 

phone: 0113 242 9696 

email: cbeastall@tucorg.uk 

Leeds Unity 

c/o NUT Office 
West Park Centre 
Spen Lane 
Leeds LS16 5BE 



REDCAIW 
THE BNP 

ON THURSDAY 



MIDLANDS 


Woiverhampton, Biiston 
& District TUC 

PO Box 2917 

Wolverhampton WV2 2YA 

email: Wolves.tuc@unisonfree.net 

Communities Against Racism 
Derbyshire 

Chester and district TUC 

c/o DUWC 

54 Saltergate 

Chesterfield S40 UR 

email: duwc.shucan@athena.shu.ac.uk 

Mansieid and District TUC 

c/o NUWC 

173/5 Beech Avenue 
Mansfield NG18 lEY 

Biack Country Unity Campaign 
Against Racism and Fascism 

PO Box 9302 
Smethwick 

West Midlands B67 6JG 
email: info@balckcountryunity.net 


LONDON _ 

Campaign Against Racism and 
Fascism (CARF) 

BM Box 8784, London WCIN 3XX 
phone: 020 7837 1450 
email: lnfo@carf.demon.co.uk. 

The Monitoring Group 

14 Featherstone Road 
Southall Middlesex UB2 5AA 
phone: 020 8843 2333 
email: admin@Monitoring-Group.co.uk 

Newham Monitoring Project 

Unit 4 The Broadway Stratford 
London E.15.4BQ. 
phone: 020 8555 8151 
email: NMP@gn.apc.org. 

Web Site WWW.NMRorg.uk 

Raciai Attacks Monitoring Unit 

First Floor 1-4 Beresford Square 
Woolwich London SE18 6BB 
phone: 020 8855 7191 
email: gcre@supanet.com. 

Enfieid Unites against fascism 

c/o NATHFE, 27 Britannia Street 
London WC1X9JP 
phone: 020 7837 3636 
email: apike@nathfe.org.uk 

Haringey TUC 

email: 

secretary@LondonSocialistHistorians.org 

South West London TUCs 

email: swltufs@yahoo.co.uk 


NORTH EAST 


Sunderiand Coaiition Against 
Racism and Fascism 

C/o Unison 

City of Sunderland Branch 
Grange Lodge, Grange Crescent 
Sunderland SR2 7BN 
email: team@unison-sc.ace.co.uk 

Tyne & Wear Anti-Fascist 
Association 

Room 111, Transport House 
John Dobson Street 
Newcastle Upon Tyne NEl 8TW 
phone: 0191 272 1211 
email: twafa@twafa.org.uk 

Teeside Unites Against the BNP 

C/o GMB, Cleveland House 
7 Woodlands Road 
Middlesborough TSl 3BH 

Newcastie unites against the BNP 

c/o N.E. Unites against the BNP 
c/o 4 The Cloth Market 
Newcastle upon Tyne NEl lEE 
0191 245 0800 

County Durham Unites 
against Racism 

c/o GMB, 26 Market Place 
Durham City DHl 3NJ 

Gateshead Against the Nazis 

6 Ellison Street 
Gateshead NE8 lAY 
phone: 0191 477 6638 
email: unison@unisonfree.net 


EASTERN 


Broxbourne Against Racism 

PO Box 13679, London N1 lAA 
contact@broxar.org.uk 

South East Essex Coaiition 
Against Racism 

c/o Searchlight Magazine 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 

email: tufs@searchlightmagazine.com 

Yoxford Unity 

c/o Colchester Trades Council 
Jim Jepps 

phone: 0795 6605634 
email: jimjepps@hotmail.com 


SOUTH EAST 


Saitdean for Toierance and 
Respect (STAR) 

PO Box 164 

Brighton BNl 7WB 

email: contact@saltdeanstar.org 
































































LOCAL GROUP ROUND-UP 


BRADFORD 

The Bradford TUC led campaign against 
the BNP is once again in full swing. 
Having seen off the BNP in last May’s 
local elections, local anti-fascists are 
determined to keep these criminals out 
of City Hall come June. 

An early lesson for Bradford has heen 
for the need to localise campaigning in a 
strategic and targeted way. For instance 
for this reason when we campaigned in 
Queenshury ward we called our 
newsletter Queenshury Focus rather than 
Bradfordian. This may seem a small 
point hut in Queenshury there is very 
little positive local identification with 
Bradford and an appreciation of this has 
proved vital. Queenshury itself is not 
one homogenous place hut has fairly 
distinctive traditional, new, rich and 
poor parts. By wedding statistical data to 
anecdotal and local knowledge we have 
heen able to write leaflets that we hope 
have a resonance in those areas. The last 
QF we distributed had the effect of 
rattling the BNP locally but its main 
story was a positive look at the way local 
schools had done well recently. Other 
wards in Bradford such as Eccleshill have 
a very different character and history 
and require a different intervention. 

What has made this approach possible 
and more productive has been the putting 
in place oHward co-ordinators’ who have 
responsibility for those wards that we have 
identified as being most at risk. Not only 
are the various wards that we are working 
in quite different, so are the ward co¬ 
ordinators, and the Bradford TUC have 
not imagined that there is only one way to 
do stuff. However regular meetings to 
discuss and share experiences has meant 
that the intelligence and empathy for 
individual areas is increasing. 

This has also resulted in greater 
numbers of Tocals’ working with the 
campaign than before. Some people 
have helped with stories and other 
information, others have helped with 
leafleting, but by getting involved they 
have made it possible for others to stand 
up and be counted against the Nazi 
menace, (the use of an e-mail address is 
vital for getting more folk involved). 

When people receive BNP material, they 
often feel insecure and frightened and 
don’t know how to respond but when 
they receive our material it gives them a 
way to get involved. It is always 
important to bear in mind that we are the 
majority but the BNP manages to 
frighten people with its scare stories and 
intimidation. The job of local campaigns 
is to channel this concern and fear into 
practical, sustained and effective 
campaigning against our enemies. 

BROXBOURNE 

Broxbourne Against Racism came 
together quickly as local people. 


following the election of the Borough of 
Broxbourne’s first BNP councillor, 

Ramon Johns, in May 2003. We have had 
a steady stream of new supporters and 
activists since that time. 

We have made links within local 
schools, colleges and the two nearest 
universities. 

Searchlight helped us to produce our 
first newsletter which we distributed 
around the community, including door 
to door in the Rosedale ward where the 
BNP were elected. Our most touching 
response to this was from an elderly lady 
who telephoned to give her support. She 
said the BNP had written to thank her 
for her support. She said she was 
disgusted - she herself could not get out 
to vote on polling day. 

We have kept an eye on the activities 
of the BNP councillor - allowing us to 
point out the fact he did not raise one 
issue on behalf of his electorate, in his 
first six months of office. 

A local college student built an 
interactive website for us, through 
which members of the community have 
been able to find out about and contact 
us. www.broxar.org.uk 

Trade Unions have helped to build our 
group from the outset. The NUT, NUJ, 
NATFHE, UNISON, USDAW and the 
CWU have been particulary supportive 

Our main focus is strengthening 
community links, to give local people the 
confidence to come out against the BNP. 

We have learnt from the example of 
Ribble Valley and focused on Broxbourne 
as a tolerant, decent community, for 
which the BNP has nothing to offer. 

SUNDERLAND 

Last year in Sunderland the BNP stood a 
full slate but were roundly defeated; in 
2004 the BNP say they will stand a full 
slate again. The Sunderalnd Coalition 
against racism and fascism are already 
leafleting in target wards. Huge 
attendance at The Ann Frank Exhibition 
in Washington and the Leon Greenman 
talk at the Newcastle Arena have raised 
the issues of racism/fascism with 
hundreds of families in the Washington 
area where in one ward, this year, there 
were local election candidates from the 
National Front and the BNP. The local 
methodist church in Sunderalnd has got 
involved publishing their quarterly plan 
in which they encourage preachers and 
congregations to ‘build up their 
resources to challenge racialism in the 
local and European elections this year’. 
UNISON members are working on a 
variety of projects, in schools and in the 
youth and community/voluntary sector. 
Sunderland University Students Union 
have also recently established an anti¬ 
racism/fascism group and are to have a 
poster campaign and organise music 
events. They have also committed their 
mini-bus to assist with leafleting activity. 


WIGAN 

In May 2002 the BNP contested the local 
elections in Wigan fielding one 
candidate who managed to poll 25% of 
the vote. Bouyed up by this success the 
BNP set about a concerted campaign 
that involved a regular ‘newsletter’, 
leafleting and regular contribution to 
the letters page of the local papers. Their 
campaign was set against a backdrop of 
a national mood against asylum seekers, 
reinforced in the local press with the 
prevailing negative stories and hostile 
letters, not uncommon to many towns. 

Up until this time the main body of anti 
fascist activity had been carried out by the 
local ANL and the Labour Party in the 
ward in the which the candidate stood. 

It was clear from the momentum 
being gathered by the BNP that 
something much more was needed to 
fight off the significant threat that they 
posed in the Wigan area. An inaugural 
meeting in Eebruary 2003 saw the 
coming together of faith groups, 
political parties, tenants and residents 
associations, community groups, trade 
unions, refugee support groups, schools 
and colleges reprentatives and 
concerned individuals. All confirmed 
their willingness to work together and 
form a strategy to fight the BNP in 
Wigan. The local trade unions were 
approached by members who had 
attended the meeting and demonstrated 
their support by providing the much 
needed financial donations necessary to 
kick start the campaign. 

A number of task groups formed at the 
inaugural meeting has seen a series of 
events as diverse and significant as the 
individuals involved being put into action. 

By the time of the local elections had 
arrived there had been an official launch 
of Wigan and Leigh United against 
racism WALUAR at Wigan Athletic 
Eootball Club involving over 500 local 
schoolchildren, as well as mass 
leafleting of the 2 wards (they had 
intended to contest 4) in which the BNP 
decided to stand. The Wigan people 
were also witness to a rigorous 
fightback in the local papers which 
included the local vicar urging people 
to shun the BNP on May 1 and on the 
eve of polling day the local branch of 
UNISON which represents 4000 people 
in the borough announcing that it 
would be balloting members for non-co- 
operation with any BNP councillor 
should they get elected in Wigan. The 
letters page was also alive with 
individuals challenging the BNP and 
exposing their lies and hypocrises. 

The election results were a clear 
vindication that taking the BNP on was 
the right approach. They increased the 
existing vote by just 6, and made little 
impact in the one newly contested. 

Time since the elections has seen 
much broad based activity. A follow up 
leaflet was produced and distributed in 
the relevant areas, and a general leaflet 
that could be dispersed to public 
buildings and places was written up and 
printed. Indeed, the local churches used 








Racial Justice Sunday to give out the 
leaflet to their congregation. A 
distinctive logo has meant that 
balloons, stickers and a banner have 
been made, and has enabled WALUAR 
to have a presence at events such as 
local fun days. 

A music event was organised in the 
Autumn by the local music collective. This 
involved local Wigan bands showcasing an 
event with a group originally from 
Zimbabwe topping the bill. Ticket 
donation from WALUAR enabled some of 
the town's refugees to go along and 
spend time with some of the other young 
people from Wigan. A picnic in the park 
the following weekend saw people from 
the church’s Welcome Group share music, 
food and stories with the local people. 


Contacts associated with the group 
saw the securing of community 
cohesion money that has funded anti - 
racist training days for any interested 
individuals from the local communities. 
A anti - racist co-ordinator for education 
has also been appointed . 

WALUAR success in attracting such a 
broad coalition is testament to the 
commitment of the many decent, 
ordinary people that exist in opposition 
to the BNP and its fascist politics. 

The overwhelming majority had never 
been involved in any sort of 
campaigning on this level before and 
showed great courage and dedication in 
the part they played. 

The experience has also shown how a 
broad based grass roots campaign is so 


important in creating a wall of opposition 
that the BNP then find difficult to attack. 
They have found it much harder to try to 
dismiss such a diverse number of people 
and organisations as merely the ‘usual 
suspects’. 

It has also shown that an effective 
anti-fascist campaign can have a 
cascading message that is not restricted 
to one section of any community. The 
members and supporters of WALUAR 
have shown that unity is strength, and 
that that force can be found in the 
workplace: in the trade union branch: in 
the local shop; in the pub: in the 
churches and temples, and certainly in 
the faces of the BNP who have to be 
made to feel that raising their ugly heads 
is a risk maybe not worth taking. 


Women need to join the 
fight against the BNP 


T he British National Party is enjoying 
its most successful period in 
history. There are now seventeen 
BNP councillors across the country. But, 
surprisingly for a party associated with 
male activism, 3 of these are women. In 
last May’s local elections twenty-two 
women stood under a BNP banner, 
proving to many that the BNP had truly 
modernised its face. But though more 
women are signing up than ever before, 
in no sense does this indicate that British 
fascism is becoming feminised, nor as a 
recent observer article claimed, does 
power in the BNP now lie with women. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. 

The growing visibility of women in the 
BNP does not in any way indicate a shift 
in power. The face of the BNP may be 
changing, but its underlying message 
remains the same. 

A BNP Britain would be a society in 
which women would be oppressed and 
powerless in terms of their fertility, 
careers, and domestic roles. 

Women would not be allowed to enter 
jobs, “ for which they are not suited”. A 
BNP government would also introduce 
“financial incentives” for women to have 
children, and so increase the birthrate 
within the white population. They would 
be denied control over their own fertility. 
Women would be prevented from seeking 
an abortion. 

Full time motherhood would be 
viewed as the best career path for a 
woman. The BNP would introduce wages 
so that women could stay at home rather 
than go out and work. Motherhood is 
painted as the pinnacle of a woman’s 
achievements, and as the only way in 
which women could achieve any status 
in a BNP society. 

Choosing a partner would be equally 


difficult, since inter-cultural relation¬ 
ships and marriages would be outlawed. 

Both race and gender are closely linked 
together for the BNP. Male and female 
roles are simplistically reduced to biology. 
A white woman’s role is still seen in 
relation to reproduction. A white man’s 
role is still seen to be that of protector. 

Women are encouraged to identify, not 
with other women, but with their race: 
“The BNP believes that the British nation 
should not allow itself to be divided 
along gender lines by our enemies. Men 
or women, we are all British“. 

But BNP membership does not give 
women the same status as men within the 
party. Few women occupy positions of 
power, and when they do, they advocate 
traditional roles for other women. 

The BNP portray women in terms of 
their ability to reproduce. But another 
role in which they are seen to occupy is 
that of powerless victim. The BNP speak 
of protecting ‘our’ women against foreign 
predators and violent crime. 

Yet despite speaking out against 
pornography, the August 2003 issue of 
the BNP magazine Identity carries a 
sexualised picture of a young blond 
woman on its cover. 

Former leader of the BNP, John Tyndall 
has reacted to claims that the BNP was 
pushing women to its forefront: “At the 
end of the day, ‘feminism’ and femininity 
are incompatible”. 

Membership of the BNP is in direct 
opposition to the advancement of 
women’s rights upon which feminist 
ideas are based. 

BNP women are not advocates of 
women’s rights. If there is anything 
empowering about their role, and if they 
were to be described as feminists in any 
way at all, theirs would be an exclusive 



rather 

women seeK lo 
specific role, rather than offering equality 
to all women regardless of ethnicity. 

Women are more visible in today’s 
BNP’s. But they remain very much a 
necessary tool in an organisation that 
seeks to manipulate voters by masking its 
hate. The BNP divides rather than unites. 
The environment in which BNP women 
find themselves is still, at best an 
ambivalent one. When bigotry and 
hierarchies continue to be the order of 
the day, there can be no equality on any 
level, be that gender, race or class. 


Searchlight Fighting FUnd - Urgent Appeal 


There is no let-up in our campaign to defeat the BNR 
In the run-up to the 2003 local elections we worked 
with locally based anti-fascist and anti-racist groups 
defending towns and cities against the fascist threat. 
This year over a million Searchlight Special Newspapers 
will be distributed all over the country. 

The BNP now has 17 councillors. There is a huge 
amount of work to be done if that number is to be 
reduced rather than grow next year. And it is essential 
that the campaign is waged all year round. We urgently 
need to build a solid financial base to continue and 
extend our campaigning work. Trade unionists are the 
backbone of anti-fascist and anti-racist work - please 
support the Searchlight Fighting Fund now. 

We are asking trade unions at national, regional and 
branch level to donate to the campaign. We are also 
asking individual trade unionists to make donations. 
Please help us to build and continue the work. 

Together we will win! 


t^Searchlight has done an enormously important 
job for the anti-racist and anti- fascist movement 
over a great many years. Trade Unionists must 
be out in the community... taking our campaign 
to the street corners and the doorstepsff 

Brendan Barber general secretary TUC 



Name/position 


Union Branch/region/national (please specify) 


Address 


Postcode 


I enclose my donation of £ (Please make 

cheques payable to Searchlight Fighting Fund) 

Please complete and return to Trade Union Friends 
Searchlight PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 



Affiliate to Trade Union 
Friends of Searchlight 

By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 

■ A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 

■ Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 

■ Special rates on training and educational materials. 


Trade union activists’ network 

As part of our ongoing campaign against the 
BNP we are asking for all union branches, 
regions and trades councils to nominate two 
activists who will form part of our network and 
whom we can contact directly. This will help us 
to organise quickly at grassroots level. 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 

Union 


national/regional/branch (please specify) 


Contact name 


Position 


Address 


Postcode 


Telephone (h) (w) 


Email 


Affiliation rates per year: 

Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members £75; 
50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members £150; more 
than 500,000 members £200. Cheques payable to Searchlight 

Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG ■ Tel 020 7681 8660 ■ Fax 020 7681 8650 
email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com ■ www.searchlightmagazine.com 


Trade Union activists’ network 

Union 


national/regional/branch (please specify) 
Contact name 


Position 


Address 


Postcode 


Telephone (h) 


(w) 


Fax 


Mobile 


Email 


Return to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 


tWg 


This issue of TUFS NEWS is sponsored by 

T&GWU 1/785 Branch North London ACTS voluntary sector and legal workers branch 




































